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Why New Jersey immigration cases are being 
heard by judges in Puerto Rico 1,600 miles away 
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WASHINGTON 


Showdown 
looms on 
consumer 
watchdog 


Trump, agency square off 
over who will be in charge 


Renae Merle Washington Post 


The White House is preparing for a show- 
down over who will be the next leader of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, a 
high-stakes battle that could end up in 


hearings at the Elizabeth Detention Center court and slow President Donald Trump’s 
through June was held via video, even effort to roll back banking industry regu- 
before judges from Puerto Rico were used. lations. 


video hearings were conducted in immigration 
courts nationwide in fiscal year 2016, which 
ended in September 2016. 


video hearings were conducted 
through the first nine months 
of fiscal year 2017. 


Ted Sherman For The Star-Ledger 


About 50 percent of Puerto Rico these days remains with- 
out power. 

But the hurricane-ravaged island still has enough juice 
to run a live video stream between an immigration court in 
Guaynabo and the Elizabeth Detention Center in New Jersey 
— where many hoping to avoid deportation are now arguing 
their cases before a judge sitting 1,604 miles away. 

A backlog in U.S. immigration courts across the country 
has federal officials increasingly handling cases through 
video hookups, where the only place a judge and a detainee 
may meet is on a television screen. And earlier this month, 
judges at the San Juan Immigration Court in Guaynabo were 
assigned to begin conducting hearings via video teleconfer- 
encing, or VTC, involving cases of those pleading their cases 
in Elizabeth, according to the Justice Department. 

“Using VTC is part of an overall strategy by the Execu- 
tive Office for Immigration Review to increase adjudica- 
tory capacity in order to try and cut the backlog in half by 
2020,” said an EOIR official, who would not say why judges 
in Puerto Rico were assigned to take up the backlog in New 
Jersey in the wake of the hurricane. 

Lori Nessel, director of Seton Hall University School of 


A growing backlog (pending immigration cases nationwide) 


Law’s Center for Social Justice, who recently participated in 
one of the video hearings in Elizabeth involving a judge from 
Puerto Rico, expects the case files will all have to be shipped 
to the island as well. 

“That seems likely to cause delays and problems,” she 
said. 

According to the EOIR, the pending caseload of the 
nation’s immigration courts has more than doubled from 
2009 to 2016. “Allowing immigration judges to hear cases via 
VTC increases their productivity and adjudicatory capacity,” 
explained one official, speaking on background. 

In fiscal year 2016, which ended in September 2016, the 
EOIR said 112,926 video hearings were conducted in immi- 
gration courts nationwide. According to the Justice Depart- 
ment, 86,534 such hearings were conducted through the first 
nine months of fiscal year 2017. Officials noted that a single 
case may involve one or multiple hearings. 

In New Jersey, 1 of every 3 cases at the Elizabeth Deten- 
tion Center this current fiscal year through the end of June 
was held via a video hearing even before the judges from 
Puerto Rico were assigned, statistics show. In contrast, the 
immigration court in Newark — where cases do not typically 
involve detained individuals — conducted only 108 hearings 
SEE VIDEO, A10 
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Leadership of the agency was thrown 
into doubt on an otherwise slow holiday 
weekend after Trump and the CFPB’s out- 
going head both named acting directors to 
head the regulatory watchdog. On Friday, 
Trump named White House budget direc- 
tor Mick Mulvaney, a longtime critic of the 
agency, while Richard Cordray promoted 
his chief of staff, Leandra English, to dep- 
uty director and said she would become 
acting director. 

Both sides appeared to be preparing for 
a fight Saturday, including wading into the 
fine print of federal rules to bolster their 
position. On Saturday, senior administra- 
tion officials said the White House’s posi- 
tion was supported by the Justice Depart- 
ment’s Office of Legal Counsel. The office 
is preparing to publish a written opinion 
SEE AGENCY, A11 


U.S. SUPREME COURT 


Industry wagers 
sports betting 
will win approval 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


It was supposed to be the first of its kind 
in New Jersey: a lounge at Monmouth Park 
racetrack where people could legally bet 
on sports games — just like they do in Las 
Vegas. 

Four years later, not a single bet has been 
placed. The lounge at the Oceanport track 
instead has been operating as a sports bar 
as the state’s effort to legalize sports betting 
at racetracks and casinos has been held up 
in a lengthy court battle. 

But that may soon change. The U.S. 
Supreme Court is scheduled to hear oral 
arguments in the case Dec. 4, and experts 
and officials say the scales finally appear to 
be tipping in New Jersey’s favor. 

“Anybody watching from the side- 
lines can see the writing on the wall,” said 
Daniel Wallach, a gaming and sports law 
attorney with Becker & Poliakoff in Fort 
SEE BETTING, A10 
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FIRST LIEN HOME EQUITY LOAN 


Other rates and terms 
are available for 
Second Lien Loans. 


o> SPENCER SAVINGS BANK «. 1-888-376-1974  spencersavings.com 


*Promotional rates are not available for refinances of existing Spencer Savings Bank loans. Call or visit our website for current offerings. APR=Annual 
Percentage Rate. Property must be an owner-occupied 1-4 family home in New Jersey or Bucks County, PA. Application Fees (which will be billed after we 

provide you with the necessary disclosures) are as follows: Loans above $150,000 up to $249,999; $225 (1 family), $450 (2-4 family). Loans of $250,000 or FDIC 
more: $300 (1 family), $450 (2-4 family); however, if the loan is secured by a property of 2,800 square feet or more a fee of $500 will be charged. Previous 

Spencer applicants (within the past 12 months) and Spencer refinances will be charged an Application Fee regardless of loan amount. Commitment Fee of $150 

is charged on all loans. Property Insurance is required. Flood Insurance may be required. Payments shown do not include applicable taxes and insurance. Rates NBER 
and terms are subject to change without notice. Offer is subject to credit approval. 


